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Postal Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

NOTICE OF FILING UNDER 39 U.S.C. § 404(d)

TO THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE:

Please take notice that on August 26, 2011, the Commission received a petition
for review of the Postal Service’s determination to close the Watson post office located
in Watson, Alabama. The petition for review was filed by Lori Rich Parsons (Petitioner)
and is postmarked August 23, 2011.

This notice is advisory only and is being furnished so that the Postal Service may
begin assembling the administrative record in advance of any formal appeal
proceedings held upon the alleged (closing/consolidation) for transmittal pursuant to
39 CFR § 3001.113(a) (requiring the filing of the record within 15 days of the filing with
the Commission of a petition for review). The Postal Service's administrative record is

due no later than September 12, 2011.
SHoshana M. Grove
Secretary

Date: August 29, 2011
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To Whom it May Concern at the Postal Regulatory Commission: A/ D\O ‘ ‘ - B/lf

w

This is in response to the Final Determination to close the Watson,mh(%smo\;t Office. | am requesting that this
decision be reviewed and changed to “operating” as normal gtmness. The Watson PO is very important to the
community. It is also the only “shelter bus stop” within 3 miles of the E%ﬁhgiteﬁgtop. The Watson PO has provided
effective and efficient services to the community for many decaci‘gss. %\‘hb‘Wété‘alnPO also provided excellent service to
the “discontinued” postal customers of the Brookside Post Offi't"'e"'dﬁ(.iﬂ'ri'r{g their transition after their PO was condemned
due to a flood. On April 29, 2009 the USPS conducted a meeting to discuss the new CPU that was to be located in
Brookside. The outcome of the meeting was that no one in Watson was in favor of the move. All the “upgrades” that
were mentioned are nonexistent — no more parking is available there than currently at Watson. Actually fewer services
are available at the new CPU — they do not accept debit/credit cards at that location, they do not have additional hours
as advertised. As a customer that only uses a debit card | would never be able to buy stamps/services at that location.
Why was the community of Watson not given the same consideration to operate a CPU? When was the town hall
meeting for Watson? It states in several documents that the lease was set to expire at the end of 2009 for the Watson
PO, when it actually had already been renewed to extend it to 2013. The Brookside PO was the one that was not going
to get it lease renewed. The Watson PO was never suppose to have been considered for consolidation. It actually had
more revenue than the Brookside PO. The elected officials of the City of Brookside have continued to solicit the move of
the Watson PO. It is not in the best interest for the community and the greater county of Jefferson County to close the
Watson PO. If you review all the responses no one will move to the CPU and will then be added to an already
overcrowded Gardendale PO. Almost all will then be added to a delivery route that will then require that an additional
resources will be needed at the Gardendale location to accommodate the deliveries and service. The documents are not
truthful — the Brookside has no growth and the Watson area was recently quoted in the Birmingham News for 9%
growth while the City of Brookside was a negative %. Why would you close a PO that is in a growing area to move it to a
stagnant area? The USPS management team at the Birmingham home district office has continued to state that the final
determination was going to be determined by the wants of the customers. The customers have spoken that they do not
want to move to a PO that is not able to accommodate them and they do not have additional services to offer. If the
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USPS made decisions based up customers maybe the overall revenue would not be declining a steady pace.

Also — when this first came to public knowledge that the USPS was considering this consolidation — it actually was
already a signed contract. The reasoning for the “sole source” is not a valid or lawful bid process. It was stated the
reason the Watson community was not included was because they were not going to be affected yet then the reason for
the “sole source” was that the City of Brookside had already built the building to accommodate both PO.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Lori Rich Parsons PO Box 158 Watson, AL 35181 }
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Postal Regulatory Commission
Office of the Chief Admin. Officer
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To the

Postal Regulatory Commission

901 New York Avenue N W Suite 200

Washington, D C  20268-0001

My name is,

George W Miller Jr P.O. box 87 Watson Al. 35181

I hereby oppose the proposed closing of the Watson Al. Post Office (35181 ) for a
number of reasons. There was a flood at the town of Brookside Al. and the U.S. post
office closed it and moved its customers to our post office at Watson Al. That should
have been the end of it. The town of Brookside Al then started negotiating with the
Postal service personnel in Birmingham Al. Wanting them to allow Brookside to open a
C.P.O.post office. The postal service personnel then sent out a notice of a meeting to be
held at the Brookside Town Hall and explained its reasons why they should allow
Brookside to operate a C.P.O. and move Watson customers to Brookside. In this notice
that was posted there were a lot of mis-information namely the distance from Watson to
Brookside was incorrect, the savings cost of allowing the C.P.0.to open and others which
I can’t remember now. The Meeting at the Brookside town hall was held on April 29",
2009 and a number of postal personnel was there. I and others pointed out the incorrect
information and I was not satisfied with the answers. In my opinion some information
that was in the notice was put in to justify their proposal to close our Watson post office.

There is one other piece of information that I feel you should look into . The meeting
that was held on April the 29" by the postal service personnel at the Brookside town hall
was to discuss the proposal to close the Watson Post office and move us to the C.P.O. at
Brookside . No action was supposed to be taken until sometime after the community
could have their voices heard. The C.P.O. contract between the U.S.Postal Service and
The Town of Brookside Al was signed on April the 28" 2009 the day before the meeting
was held. At the meeting the question was asked if the post office personnel had already
decided to open the Brookside C.P.O and close the Watson post office and we were
assured that no decision had been made and would not be made until our opinions were
carefully gone over. FOR SHAME,FOR SHAME. I wonder what the postal service
would have wanted to do to me if the situation were reversed? Is there any wonder why
there is so little confidence in government? If1 did anything like this I could not hold my
head up . I would not want to face people.

I am attaching a copy of a letter I sent Mr. Michael A. Allison ( manager,Post Office
operations area 111 ). I used it to speak at the April 29" meeting held at the Brookside
town hall. Mr. Allison was at this meeting.

I respectfully ask that the Watson Al. 35181 Post office be kept open and respectfully
ask why the United States Postal Service would hold a meeting to hear the voices of a
community asking that their post office be kept open knowing that in fact the C.P.O.
contract was signed the day before?

George W Miller Jr.

T i



Michael A Allison
Manager, Post Office operations Area 111

Dear Sir,

My name is George W Miller Jr. I have been living at 2076 Republic
Road, Post office box 87 Watson Al. 35181 since 1965. I was raised appox.
One mile from here in Republic Al. and the Watson post office was open
even then . Although I do not know how long the Watson post office has
been in existence, I can say for sure that the Watson Post Office has been
open for at least 65 years but I believe 70 years plus. The post office is
appox. 400 yards from my home and is easily accessible to myself and wife
both of which are 65 years old . I said all that to say this,

1---The Watson Post office has endured for appex. Z8years /o % 7 CHRS:
2---The Watson Post Office has never been closed for

a--—-war
b-—flood
c---hurricane or tornado
d—famine or any other diaster

3---The Brookside Post Office was closed because of a flood, not the
Watson Post Office.

4---if the Watson Post Office was closed because of flooding or any other
diaster, and the Post Office department decided it was better not to
re-open it and move Watson customers to Brookside, then I would not
have opposed it. Again, the Brookside Post Office was closed, not
Watson’s Post Office.

5---I do not think the town of Brookside should be running a Post Office. |

feel the United States Postal Service should be running it.

6---Brookside’s customers have already been moved to Watson’s Post

Office and are already being served there.

Thank you for allowing me to express my opinion,
ge W Miller Jr.
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- _licitation/Offer/Award for Firm-Fixe.
Contract Postal Unit (CPU)

> e EOR OFFICIAL USE QNLY* oot
1. Contract No. 2BCPAC-09-B- () ,q < 2. Reguest No. 3. Solicitation No.
R00018410827 2BCPAC-09,8-0106
4a. For Information Call: 4h. Telephone No. 4c. Fax No. 4d. e-Mail
Name: L!N DA C COOPER ’ 303.743.1258 303.743.12561 Linda.c.cooper@usps.gav
Purchasing and Supply Management Specialist
5. lssued By 6. Soc/Ec  |7. UNSPC 8. Admin Office 9. CPU Unit1D
Travel, Retail and Temporary Services Code Finance No.
US Postal Services - CPAC - 8014170300 013410 . =
3300 S Parker Rd., Ste. 400 S O SS
Aurora CO 80014-3500
10. Supplier (Name and Mailing Address) 11. CPU Physical Location
individual or Company Name: CPU Site Name:
Town of Brookside Brookside/Watson Community Posi Qffice
DBA (if applicable) CPU Physical Address: 4185 Municipal Drive
Address/P.0.Box: 2711 Municipal T.ane Suite 105
p—— P.0O. Box 142 X ~|City, State, Zip+4: Brookside, Al 35036—
U
City, State, Zip+4: _Brookside, Al 35036 D\
12. Contact Information
Coniact Name: ___Roger McCondichie Telephone No.: __205 674-1623
o-Mail Address: __ GRS - net Fax No.: 206 674-9547
13a. Taxpayer |dentification No. (TIN) or Sacial Security No. (SSN) |13b. Parent TIN (if applicable)
| EECRECEED
14a. CGRQdminis{ra‘li.ve Office Name 14b. COR Administrative Office Address and Phone number
Gurdendalé Postmasten 1752 Decalur Hwy, Gardendale, AL 35071-9998 205.631.3410

15 Ceneral Deseription of Requirement
a)  The supplier must provide dedicated space, s¢
all ataclments hereto.
n)  The supplicr must provide the postal goods and services specified herein in accordance with the provisions of the Domestic Mail
Manual (1DMM) concerning those goods and services, including its mailing rates and service fees. The supplicr may not imposc a
surcharge for services provided, or increase or deevease the rates and fees established in the DMM.
¢)  The supplier must follow the procedures set out in Publication 116, Contract Postal Unit Operations Guide.

rvices and equipment in compliance with the terms and conditions of this contract and

16. Compensation - The supplier agrees 1o operate a Contract Pastal Unit (CPU) under the terms and conditions herein for the fixed annual price of
S gl R (USPS will insert price at time of award).

17%. The supplier is required to sign this document and return to the issuing office. The supplicr agrees. subject to the terms and conditions specified
herein, Lo provide and deliver all items identificd above and an any additional pages.

!‘fh,c_si anature of Person Authorized to Sign 184 Sibnature oj;(‘uutracljt!g QfTicer
‘,I-) 3 AT P A ") ' 4 —( v (.7(, T
N e U‘\'f L= @.\_-'«—U\M < - = 4’57 e

I g e
Pic. Prnted 'Ygamc and Title of Person Authorized to Sign

\

Award Date

=77 18h. Printed Name of Contracting Officer 7_ Py e, 7
rRager McCondichie Mayor Jate-Signed Y-t-01

Linda C Cooper
Note: The supplicr agrees that il this proposal is accepted by the postal Service within ninety (90) calendar days [rom the
solicitation return date, 2 binding contract will result. The supplier must set forth full, accurate and complete information as required
by this document. The penalty for making false statements in proposals is prescribed in 18 U.S.C. 1001,

72 % %/ % }4 / / /% s 7/ /‘/ 7 W% Revised 04.22.08
22 g9 P &G



Travel, Retail and Temporary Services Category Management Center

UNITED STATES
B posTAL SERVICE

April 28, 2009

TOWN OF BROOKSIDE

2711 Municipal Lane, PO Box 142
Attn: Roger McCondichie
Brookside, AL 35036-0142

RE: Contract No. 2BCPAC-09-B-0145
Firm-fixed Contract Postal Unit, Brookside, AL

| am pleased to award you a firm-fixed CPU contract for the above-referenced location. You will be
paid at the annual rate of $60,000.00 as outlined in Part 1.1 of your contract. Please refer to the
above-referenced contract number on all future correspondence.

Before your CPU can start operations, our office must receive written notification from the
USPS CPU Coordinator that all training and site specification requirements have been

. complied with and accepted by the Postal Service. In addition, you must submit an original
bond to your COR (see Attachment 1 of your contract).

Within 15 calendar days after receipt of this letter and contract document, you must complete the
following:

« Obtain and submit to the COR an original surety bond in the amount of $5,000.00, completed by a
surety company approved by the U. S. Treasury Department. The Approved Sureties Listing
Treasury Circular 570 can be found on the Intemet at: http://www.fms.treas.gov/c570/index.htmi.
Enclosed is a Contract Postal Unit bond form, with your contract number on it for your use.

« In accordance with the payment clause of your contract, payment for operation of the CPU will be
made by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). You must complete the enclosed direct deposit form.
Upon completion of the direct deposit form, by both yourself and your financial institution, the
original form should be sent to the address on the top of the form.

As the Contracting Officer for this CPU, | have designated as my authorized Contracting Officer's
Representative (COR):

. Postmaster
Gardendale
1752 Decatur Hwy
Gardendale, AL 35071-9998
205.631.3410

The COR will be your local contact on the overall operation of the CPU. A copy of the COR Natice of
Appointment, detailing the COR's authorities and responsibilities in relation to contract performance is

enclosed.

3300 S PARKER RD STE 400 Rev. 07.18/08

AURORA CO $0014-3300
FAX: {303) 743-125)



Page 2

Perhaps the most important aspect of the COR's authority is its limitations. Under no circumstance
may a COR make changes that would affect the duration of the contract or the contract price. Please
contact my office if you anticipate changes that would affect the overall time of performance or the
price, or if you encounter problems that cannot be resolved with the COR. The contract will continue
indefinitely unless it is terminated as provided in the Termination on Notice clause.

Please note that although the Postmaster has been appointed as the COR for this contract, the USPS
CPU Coordinator, Stevie B Mason, is responsible for the coordination of this CPU project through its
completion. He may be reached at 205.510.0745.

We appreciate your interest in meeting our requirements and we look forward to a mutually successful
contract. If you have any questions pertaining to your contract, please contact Linda Cooper at (303)
743-1258.

0¢ Cogn

' Linda C Cooper
Contracting Officer
Contract Postal Access Channels

cc:  Postmaster/COR
CPU Coordinator

3300 § FPARKER RD §TE 400 Rev. ()7.18/08

AURORA CO 80014-3500
FAX: {303) 2431251



Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office

By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents supporting the closing.
The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside
to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted.
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Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office
By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents supporting the closing.

The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside

to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted
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Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office

By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents supporting the closing.
The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside
to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted.
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Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office

By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents supporting the closing.
The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside
to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted.
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Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office

By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents supporting the closing.
The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside
to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted.
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Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office

By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents supporting the closing.
The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside
to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted.
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Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office

By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents suppor‘cing'the closing.
The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside
to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted.
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Petition Against the Closing of the Watson Post Office

By Signing this Peitition | strongly oppose the closing of the Watson Post Office

The facts were reported inaccurately in the documents supporting the closing.
The United States Postal Service had already signed a contract with the City of Brookside
to run a combined CPO before any kind of notice for consideration of closing was posted.
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Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue NW Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20268-0001

Subject: Opposition to Closing the Watson, Alabama Post Office 35181

Dear Commission Members:

| was informed by a neighbor that the Watson, Alabama Post Office (Zip code 35181) is
scheduled to be closed and a limited amount of services transferred to the Brookside, Alabama
Post Office. | am a small business owner who works out of a home office. | emphatically oppose
the closing of the Watson Post Office for a number of reasons:

1. The new location is substantially farther from my home.

2. The new location, unlike the Watson Post Office will not be able to conduct business
and personal mailings, purchasing of stamps, boxes, and other shipping materials with
debit cards or credit cards creating a situation where both my wife and 1 will be forced
to travel to Gardendale, Alabama which is even farther in order to conduct routine
business.

3. The existing (Watson) Post Office serves as a shelter for more than a half dozen children
at the school bus stop in front of the post office. This shelter will be lost upon the post
office closing.

In addition to opposing the closing of the Watson Post Office, | would like to formally complain
about the process that has transpired thus far that has led to the apparently imminent closure
of our post office. It is my belief that the USPS entered into contract negotiations with the
Mayor/Town of Brookside to combine the Watson and Brookside Post Offices in Brookside
many months prior to even notifying the residents of Watson, Alabama that this action was
even being considered. | find it unconscionable that USPS actually signed the contract for such
change with the Town of Brookside on April 28, 2011 and after the fact held a meeting with the
residents of Watson, Alabama on April 29, 2011 advising that the change was still in a proposal
status in order to obtain Watson residents’ concerns in this matter. It is readily apparent that
the concerns, challenges, and expense that this change will incur upon residents of Watson, as
well as a number of the residents of Brookside were never a consideration by either the USPS
or the mayor of Brookside. The following represent some additional issues that should be
considered in making your final decision:

1. There exists a discrepancy in the amount of savings that will be gained by closing down
the Watson Post Office. This should be resolved using the following information/criteria:
a. The population of Watson is increasing while the population of Brookside is at
best static
b. Without the ability to use debit/credit cards, which has become a universal form
of payment, the actual business generated by the Brookside operation will be
minimal.

Page 10f 2



August 22, 2011

Postal Regularity Commission

This letter is in reference to the possible closing of the Watson Post Office.

I am employed by one of the#few businesses in this area and we are in need of a local post
office for our business mailings. I use this post office for both my personal use as well as
company mailings. The closest post office would be 11 to 14 miles away and I am only 1
mile from the Watson post office. I work in this office full time with only very part time
help, the other post office is also approximately 8 red lights away. A trip to the away
post office takes time away from my office.

Since I married into a family from this area I also know a lot of these people are
elderly and do not wish to drive in that area or are simply unable to do so, and their needs
are served by having a local post office.

Cf# Thar f

_ ket s

Fieldstown Road Self Storage



To whom it may concern,

We have Po box 81 at the Watson post office. We are Against the closing of the Watson
Post office. We do have delivery available to our house address but do to mail not
arriving and mail theft we decided to get a Po box several years ago in our local area
which is Watson. We have no longer had problems receiving mail sense the purchase of
the Po box. We understand the need in saving money but by shutting down the post office
this will mean that we will have to find another branch to get a Po box and we would
have to send change of address. It has been said that we could go to Brookside or
Gardendale. For one the Brookside office is out of our way and Gardendale is already
getting over crowded which makes it more time consuming and inconvenient. As we
currently see with the Gardendale office you would have to look into the installation of
more Po boxes which could lead to an expensive renovation of the building seeing how
people in Mount Olive already had to move to this office and the possibility that
Kimberly will have to do the same. It seems to us when you think of the overall expense
that it would make it more cost efficient to let the Watson post office to continue serving
their community. Also in case you are not aware this post office is a bus stop for the local
children and shelters them from the elements as they wait for the bus. So please do not
shut down this office.

Sincerely

Don and Penny Allred

W 2Lt



August 22, 2011

Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue NW Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268

RE: Closing of the Watson, Alabama Post Office
| am writing in hopes of getting reconsideration about closing our local post office.

| know that we are a small community, but one that is located in an area that, in my
opinion, will be growing by leaps and bounds soon. We have a major highway
being completed, that will bring much traffic to the area and housing developments
are springing up all around.

From my visits to the post office, | hear customers stating that they come to Watson
because of the convience and small town atmosphere.

, also, am hearing that the Watson customers will not be going to the Brookside CPO.
In the past, there has been speed traps in Brookside, which most people are aware of
and will not drive in that area. Also, until Brookside annexed a convience store into
their town a few months ago, you could not buy a soft drink nor a gallon of gasoline
in Brookside. At least, Watson has always had a store with gasoline and groceries.

Watson post office is very visable to the travelers in the area and accessible.

At Watson, | can purchase stamps and mail my packages and pay with my debit/
credit card. That is not the case at Brookside CPO.

If Watson closes, | will not go to Brookside and | will not drive to Gardendale, which
is 6 or 7 miles away, so you will lose my $56.00 a year and I'm sure others too.
Maybe the Post Office is doing so well, it doesn't need my money.

Thank you for any consideration you will give to this matter.

Sincerely,

oA ,
ﬁ/ o /uf(' / 7/ 7 e
Luther M.. Myers /



Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue North West Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268-0001

To whom it may concern:

My name is Jane Meadows and my post office address is P.O Box 2, Watson, Alabama
35181. I oppose to the closing of the Watson, Alabama post office. This post office has a
good record of giving very good service to its customers and that is the reason that other
towns come to our post office for their mailing service and is not out of their way of
traveling through our neighborhood to go shopping or on their way to work. I feel like
the 1 post office has been not done right because of wrong information given about our
post office and neighborhood. It was so much untruths in the letter that was sent to me
from the postal service that was not true. We have 14 businesses in our area that use our
post office. The post office has the equipment to handle our mailing needs and very good
service. Please reconsider and keep our post office open. Thank you.

Sincerely,

L’

Jane Meadows



Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue North West Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268-0001

To whom it may concern:

My name is Irene Brake and my address is P.O.Box 5, Watson, Alabama 35181. I
oppose the closing of the Watson post office.

This post office is in a very convenient location and has easy assessable parking space,
including the handicapped. The post office has always been open to the public and has a
very good record and proficient mail delivery. I know economy is bad right now, but I
feel that closing our post office will be a loss for the government. I feel like we wasn’t
treated fairly and the false information that was given about our neighborhood and post
office was entirely wrong. I am asking you to keep our post office open and I am
speaking for the entirely area, they feel the same way. Our community has access to 1-65
for working people and on their way home or to work if they need to mail or buy stamps
of money orders it don’t take but a few minutes to do that because of the post office
location that is in seeing distance about 300 feet from the heavily traveled road. We ask
you to reconsider and keep our post office open. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Irene Brake



Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue North West Suite 200
Washington DC 20268-0001

To whom it may concern:

My name is Melton Brake and my address is PO Box 5, Watson, Alabama 35181. 1
strongly oppose to closing of the Watson Post Office. My family and I have lived in this
community all my life. This post office has served many surrounding nearby areas, even
strangers passing through our town for years. It has never been closed due to any
disaster. This post office is so convenient and has a good reputation of excellent service
to its people.

The Brookside Post office was flooded as you know and its customers were transferred to
our post office for postal service before the New CPO post office was built in Brookside.
The Brookside people used the Watson post office before Brookside’s post office was
built, What was wrong with that idea? Why couldn’t that plan stay that way without a
new post office in Brookside, if you wanted to save money.

Thete are people from Graysville, Brookside, Republic, Daisy City, Blossburg,
Gardendale, that use our Watson post office daily because they have all the equipment at
Watson for mailing. We were not informed that we needed at that time more boxes which
we had room for and would have been less expensive for the government to pursue than
the new one at Brookside that was built You talk about saving money you could have
saved the government money by doing that. I feel like we were done wrong by all the
misinformation that I read in the letters that were later sent out to us about our post office
and community. There are 14 businesses in our community that use our post office and is
very convenient for them. We need our post office in this centralized location and we ask
you to consider the real reason for closing of our post office. Thank you for taking the
time to read this letter. We the people of the Watson community and surrounding
communities ask you to keep our post office open. Thank you.

Sincerely,
Py » 7] It
0 b, [Pt

Melton Brake
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Liear Sn o Vigdain.

i am writing in response to the attempted closure of the vvatson Post Oitice. | am still in
complote disagreement with the clastre of sold Past Offian for o myrind of reason. The main reason

that should be put forih on the focal point is cne that falls under ‘xG‘lb Section 38 ¢
smal Post Office will be ciosad for the purposs of an operating deficit.

{ @i undet he impression that this is a continuance of the aliempied dlosure badck in April of
2008 during the opening of the Brookside CPQ., | feel the fact that the ongmal contract was signed prior
to the meeting set forth by the Fostal Service (contact signed on Aprii 28" and meeting on April 29), it is

ar\pg'ep* that g dacision was made {0 close the Wateon Post Office bafore 2 *'rvurzhmg= eot un b'l the

=1 = Aoy

Postal aer\nce is Iin direct violation of your very own rules and rnguiations That is as unprofes=ional as

;;;;; e

yUL! Gaiy 96!. l !UGUG SO ID!UG! l.I S lqu' Ulc(l vvs:‘ I!GIG !I! H‘\l:!!.ﬁu!! !!GVU ytw] |ll!.UlILl(Jn Ul mymg et aﬁu
rolling over on this issue. We will fight for our Post Office as long as we deem necessary.

| am including & copy of my original letter from April 2009, for referenca in the debacle of
information gathering that began this roller coaster of an adventure that is the attempt at closing the
Watson Fost Gliice.

Thark you, in advance, for your time and consideration. | hope to hear some positive news in
the near future.

ofya Ndiib
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{ am under the impression thet this is a continuance of the atlempled ciesuie back it April of
2008 during the opening of the Brookside CPO. | fesl the fact that the uri”ir*al contract was signed prior
to the mesting set forth by the Postal Service (contact signed on April 28" and meeting on April 29), itis
apparent that 2 decision was made to cloze the Watson Paost Office before 2 M"‘""l"‘" set un b‘/ the
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rolling over on this issue. We will fight for our Post Office as long as we deem necessary.

| am including a copy of my orginal letter from April 2009, for reference in the debacle of
information gathering that began this roller coaster of an adventure that is the attempt at closing the
Watson Fost Gifice

Thank you, in advance, for your time and consideration. i hope to hear some positive news in
the near future.
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Watson. AL 35181

August 23, 2011
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Dear Sir;

I 'am writing to you to vocalize my displeasure for the inappropriate research and knowledge that you
provided in your proposal o close the Watson Post Office. There are several inaccuracies and/or
misleading points scattered throughout the proposal which | will point out below.

The problems that | find most disturbing are as follows:

Page 1, S paragraph, second sentence and following:

G cannol eccommodste the Brookside hoxes.

m

ft siates that space is imited 2

(tt was brought up, by the present building landlords, that a plan was conceived that would
renovate the Watson Office in order fo handle all of those boxes plus more during the town hall meeting
hefd af the Brookside City Hail.)

Pty

cVi

f!)

ifable.

f')

[ states there is only one

D

P
Q‘n""f
PErKing spac

(There is only one MARKED space but plenty of room for several vehicles. | have personally
seen five to six vehicles, not counting the employee’s vehicle, there at one time on many occasions.
The present landlords also addressed this issue in offering to put in extra spaces if needed as they own
property on both sides of the building.)

Unon , you stgte that there were

timed su
el sunvey

VIEWING YOUE OWhi SUIVEy
=l were not i favor of the

(The Postal Service seems content on proceeding against the apparent desire of the people.)

Page 3, Section II, 4" sentence and following:

The proposal implies that the anly people that live in Walson are refired, farmers
wiho work outside the community.

(Notwithstanding the population of Watson has it's fair share of retirees, so does Brookside. As
for farmers, if having a basic garden is what you qualify as a farmer you are not thinking as most of
society thinks, in my personal opinion. Lastly, most people work outside the community in Watson and
Brookside as the amount of commercial industry in both communities is minimal or none for the most

part.)
The proposal states there are no refigious institutions in the community.

{Mineral Springs Baptist Church is on the main road through the heart of Watson and has
been in the community since the 4" Sunday in June in the year of 1898. It is actually the oldest active
church in the Southern Baptist Association.)



August 23, 2011

NOY'R L

] I el ’ .
S T T T T T S O G S b e WA S
2 LCOR NG KEY 200 VVaean Town and GOULNIY e

(Even though those are the only ones listed, there are several home based businesses within
the community. | am the owner of SON-TAN Lawn Care. | work mostly in the Gardendale area, but am
based out of my home here in Watson. | am under the impression that there are several other home
based businesses in the community but am unaware of there names or services.)
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(This statement implies that the Watson residents must go outside the community for the
majority of their needs and Brookside is self-serving. Brookside's retail sales for general services are
almost identical to that of Watson, meaning they too must travel outside of their community for the
majority of their services.)

Page 3, Section IV and following:

1.60 anc the saving
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(My math may be off a little since high school; however, that savings total does include the cost
to the United States Postal Service for the managing group of the new proposed CPO. The rumor mill
from a retired postal worker claims that the contract would start out in the $60,000.00 range — range
meaning it could be less, or it could be more. Thusly the savings that is proposed is not anywhere in the
neighborhood of $85,502.00)

in summary | would like to say that, as a business owner and long-time resident of Watson, |
am highly disappointed at the apparent lack of accurate information gathering by a Government
Agency. When you begin to try and change the way a community is running by ignoring the peopie’s
voice, it becomes alarming. | have alsc been informed that a citizen of Watson asked to receive
documentation to support this proposal and was denied immediate access. She was made to request
all documentation through the legal red tape. It is quickly beginning to seem as if this proposal is on the
fast track to becoming a reality. | realize that some things have to be done in @ proper manner however
not being helpful in something of this magnitude goes beyond being specific and borders on being
hindering.

That being said | am against the proposal to close the Watson Post Office in any manner due
to the perceived desire to mislead or misrepresent the residents who are going to be affected the most.
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Thomas Nails
Owner/Operator SON-TAN Lawn Care
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